21/0172007 08:30 



Richard Osman 



PAGE 1/2 



IN THL-: UNM'l'ED S'lVVl LS PATEN T AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



RECEIVED 

CENTRAL BOC CENTER 

JAN 2 1 2007 



Serial No. 10/600,891 

Applicant: Michael S. Brown ot al. 

Filed: Oct 21, 2005 

Docket No. liTSD:l515 

'I'itlc: Prcnylation Inhibitors Reduce Host Cell 
Permissiveness to Viral Replication 



Customer No, 23379 
Coiifirniation No, 6568 

Group Art Unit: 1617 

Examiner: Chong, Yong Soo 



CKK IIKK/A-lt Ol- TkA.VSMISSION 

1 ficrcby certUV ihis c.orr is hciiii! trcinsmi'nccf by j><c>imiic In 
ifrc Oinun ("or Patcrils 5,71 -27j-8XiU W Janiwiy 2 1 . 2<iO?. 

Sianca ■( .^1 ^ 

R t charii .A r^ni 05n>un 



RESPONSE 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 13-1 450 

Dear Commissioner: 

Thank you for the Restriction Requirement dated Jan 16, 2007, 



We elect group 111. species GGTI-286, with traverse. \Vc also object to the 
characterization of the restriction as "complex." 

The inventions of groups I-fV are not only related, ihcy are all directed to the same 
method for reducing permissiveness of human cells to replication of a human pathogenic 
Flaviviridac virus predetermined (i) to lack any C-tcrmina) CXXX box: (ii ) to lack prenylated 
viral protein, and (iii) to be replication-dependent on host protein prenylation, the method 
comprising steps: (a) contacting human cells subject to infection by the virus with an effective 
amount of a selective inhibitor of a prenylation enzyme of the cells, wherein the enzyme is 
selected from the group consisting of an HV1G CoA reductase and a prenyltransfcrase; and (b) 
confirming a resultant reduction in permissiveness of the cells to replication of the virus. 
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The restricted target viruses ore rclaled human pathogenic Klaviviridac viruses 
predetermined (i) lo lack an\ C'-lerminal CXXX box; (ii) u> lack preiiylaied viral protein, and 
(iii) to be replication-dependeni on host protein prcnylation. Similarly, the restricted inhibitors 
are related selective inhibitors ol a prenylation enzyme of the cells, wherein the enzyme is 
selected Jrom the group consisting of an HMG CoA reductase and a prenylimnsferase. 



Kespectliilly submitted. 

Science & Technology I, aw Group 
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